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STRUCTURE OF ISAIAH 1-5 

I. Introduction and Setting (1:1) 

 

The book of Isaiah starts out like a typical prophetic book, in that it mentions the 

historical context of Isaiah’s ministry: “The vision which Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem1 in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings 

of Judah.” (Isaiah 1:1).2.  The names of kings (1:1) correspond with 2 Kings 15-20.  This 

would place the beginning of Isaiah’s ministry just before the Northern kingdom was exiled 

to Assyria.  Ordinarily, a prophetic work would then include a call to ministry (e.g. Jer 1:4-

10), if a call to ministry is included at all.  However, Isaiah’s call to ministry comes in 

chapter 6, which is right in the middle of oracles of judgment and hope.3  By delaying the 

                                                 

1 Aramaic Targum inserts “men of Judah and people of Jerusalem.”  However, the prophecies deal 

with the land as well (1:7, 5:10), not just the people.  Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon, Targum Jonathan to 

the Prophets, (Hebrew Union College, 2005), Isaiah 1:1.  See also 1:9 for “men of Sodom, etc” when the 

entire area was destroyed, not just the people. 

2 Scripture citations from Isaiah 1-5 are my own translation, unless otherwise indicated. 

3 Willem VanGemeren, Interpreting the Prophetic Word, (Grand Rapids: Academie Books, 1990), 

254. 



 

2 

 

call, chapters 1-5 form a prologue, laying out the historical setting that Isaiah was called to 

minister to, while also giving an overview for all the dominant themes in the book.4  The 

prologue is a coherent whole, following the terms of the covenant.  This coherency can be 

seen in how the chapters connect to previous chapters, how they connect to the covenant,5 

and how they are internally arranged. 

One of the implications of this coherency is the unity of authorship.  After seeing all 

the connections, I can only conclude that Isaiah wrote and compiled the book himself.  

Many commentators will speak of several redactors, as if the book was compiled over a 

two-hundred year span.6  That Isaiah’s material ranges all the way from Assyrian 

oppression to the restoration from Babylon and beyond shows he thought through the entire 

covenant, not that there were several authors.  Editing and restructuring are not errors.7   

The basic format of the covenant is blessings for obedience (Lev 26:1-13; Deut 

28:1-14), warning curses for disobedience (Lev 26:14-26; Deut 28:15-49), final 

                                                 

4 Walter Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, Westminster Bible Companion, (Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 1998), 11. 

5 I am indebted to my college Prophets professor, Ken Guenther, for the concept of seeing covenant 

echoes/allusions/quotations within prophetical books. 

6 H.G.M. Williamson, Isaiah 1-5: A Critical and Exegetical Commentary, (London: T & T Clark, 

2006), 11. 

7 John Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, New International Commentary on the Old 

Testament, (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1986), 121.  As a further example, while preparing for this essay, I 

was contacted for pulpit supply, so I wrote a sermon on Isaiah 1:1-20.  I also prepared material from Isaiah 

1:21-26 which was taught to an adult Sunday School class on the same day.  I later reworked some of the 

sermon and the Sunday school material into the essay. These facts are generally immaterial for understanding 

the final version of the essay, but if my essay was analyzed at the grammatical level, some may detect subtle 

differences in style from one section to another, and draw completely wrong conclusions.  The original form 

of the sermon is not important to understand this essay, and in the end isn’t very helpful to know.   
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destruction/exile for non-repentance (Lev 26: 27-39; Deut 28:49-68) and restoration for 

repentance (Lev 26:40-46; Deut 30:1-10).  Isaiah draws on the entire covenantal system.  

Chapter 1 deals with the reality of the people. Chapter 2 gives a picture of the ideal 

before moving to oracles of judgment.  Chapter 3 continues with judgment, while chapter 4 

moves back to the ideal.  Chapter 5 once again addresses the reality and coming judgment.8   

 

Chapter 1: Israel’s shortcomings, judgment and restoration (1:2-31) 

  

After the title, Chapter 1 speaks about Israel’s shortcomings (2-4), evidence of 

judgment already received (5-9), impure worship (10-20), and the promise of restoration 

(21-31).    

The prophecy begins with an appeal to the witnesses of the covenant: “Listen O 

heavens/ And give ear, O earth” (cf. Deut 30:19).  The witnesses are called to see the state 

of Israel, and how they have broken faith with the Lord.  Israel’s rebellion is described in 

terms of Israel not knowing or understanding who their father is (“sons I have reared… but 

they have rebelled” 1:2), contrasted with how animals (ox, donkey) know their master but 

“Israel does not know / my people do not understand” (1:3).  “Know” is a covenant word 

(cf Exod 6:7, “You shall know that I am the Lord your God”).9  In verse 4, their iniquity is 

bemoaned by The Holy One of Israel; the book’s distinctive title for God.10   

                                                 

8 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 113. 

9 Ibid, 86. 

10 John Goldingay, Isaiah, Understanding the Bible Commentary Series, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Books, 2012), 34. 
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In verses 5, the prophecy stops talking to the witnesses and addresses Israel directly 

(“Where will you be struck again?”). Verses 5-6 describe Israel as a wounded person, in the 

context of the covenant, this would suggest that God has already used all/most of the curses 

laid out in Leviticus 26:14-26 and Deut 28:15-68.  Verses 7-9 move from metaphor to 

examples of actual curses. For example, in verse 7, “your land is desolate” describes Lev 

26:32. For “Your cities are burned with fire”, cf. Deut 28:16.  For “Strangers eating fields”, 

see Deut 28:33. 

Verse 9 refers to survivors, introducing the “remnant” theme which will feature 

later in Isaiah (4:3, etc)11.  Verse 9 ends with a reference to Sodom and Gomorrah (cf. Deut 

32:32 for a “Sodom and Gomorrah” reference in the Song of Witness).  Verse 10 begins a 

section on impure worship.  This section is tied to the previous one with an echo of Sodom 

and Gomorrah.  Israel is described as doing all the right things in regards to festivals and 

sacrifices, but God is not pleased because “Your hands are full of blood” (1:15).  The 

hands/blood metaphor is picked up in 59:3, as chapter 59 expands on the theme.  In 

accordance with the covenant, it is never too late to repent (1:16-17), which is the entire 

point of the curses.  Impure worship will be revisited in chapter 58.12 

The covenant promises restoration if the people repent (Deut 30:1-10).  Verse 18 

shows a picture of restoration in terms of red turning white, which is also a summary of the 

                                                 

11 Ibid, 36. 

12 J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary, (Downers Grove, IL: 

IVP, 1993), 478. 
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effects of the gospel.  Verses 19-20 succinctly sums up the covenant, repeating the same 

verb (“to eat”) (while echoing the two options from Deut 30:15-20)13 

If you are willing and you listen 

The good of the land you will eat (לּו ֵֽ  (תֹּאכ 

But if you refuse and you rebel 

By the sword you will be eaten (֔לּו ֻאכְּ  (תְּ

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken 

 

Verse 20 closes with “For the mouth of the Lord has spoken”, recalling “the Lord 

has spoken” in 1:20, thus forming bookends for verses 2-20 as one section of the book.14   

Verses 21-26 forms a chiasm15 

A1. (v.21) How the faithful city has become a harlot… 

B1. Righteousness once lodged in her… 

C1. (v.22) Your silver has become dross… 

 (v.23) Your rulers are rebels… 

D1. Everyone… [is being bad] 

E1. (v.24)Therefore the Lord God of hosts, 

E2. The Mighty One of Israel, declares,  

D2. “Ah, I will be relieved of My adversaries… [the bad guys] 

C.2 (v.25) “…And will smelt away your dross as with lye  

 (v.26)“Then I will turn your judges as at the first… 

B2. After that you will be called the city of righteousness, 

A2. A faithful city.” 

 

This chiasm is connected to the previous section by the repetition of widows and 

orphans in verses 23 and 17.  Also, the “city” recalls verses 7 and 8, and the reference to 

                                                 

13 Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, WBC, 20. 

14 Greg Goswell, "Isaiah 1:26: a neglected text on kingship," Tyndale Bulletin 62, no. 2 (January 1, 

2011): 237. 

15 Adapted from Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah, 48. 
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rulers recalls verse 10.  At the center of the chiasm, the Lord God of Hosts takes action.  

That title for God occurs repeatedly, starting in 1:9, and appearing again in 3:15, 5:9, 16 

and 24.  Verses 25 and 26 repeat “turn” “I will turn (יָבה ִׁ֤ ָאש   my hand against you… / I (וְּ

will turn (יָבה ִׁ֤ ָאש   ”your judges like at first (וְּ

Verse 17 encourages the people to “seek justice”.  Verse 21 bemoans that the city 

used to be “full of justice”.  As chapter 1 draws to a close, Justice is picked up again in 

verse 27.  Verse 29 makes a curious switch from third person to second person (“they will 

be ashamed/ you will be embarrassed”), which is typical of Isaiah.16  The reference to 

gardens and oaks in 1:29-30 hint at the theme of idolatry (cf. “oaks/mighty tree” (ים ל ֔  in (א 

1:30 and 57:5, and people “offering sacrifices in gardens” in 65:3) which will be revisited 

in Isaiah in more detail (eg. 44:9-20).   

 

 

Chapter 2: The condition of Jerusalem 

Chapter 1 ended with a section on the redemption of Zion.  Chapter 2 starts by 

talking about the “mountain of the Lord” (2:2), thus connecting the chapter to the previous 

chapter.  The theme of Zion will also show up again in Isaiah, such as in chapter 60.  As 

well, the theme of idolatry (from 1:29-30) shows up again in 2:8 (“Their land will be filled/ 

idols”).  God’s sovereignty over the nations from 2:4 is also part of a prominent theme, in 

especially in chapters 13-27 and 40-55.17  The utopian picture of Zion brackets with chapter 

                                                 

16 Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah, 51. 

17 Christopher Seitz, Isaiah 1-39, Interpretation, (Louisville: John Knox, 1998), 40. 
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4’s restoration (cf. the restoration promised in the covenant: Deut 30:1-10) with judgments 

in between, showing that judgment is the road to purity.18   

The covenant mentions the results of idolatry in the Song of Witness: the anger of 

God.  “They have made me jealous with what is not God;/ They have provoked Me to anger 

with their idols/… For a fire is kindled in My anger/… And sets on fire the foundations of 

the mountains” (Deut 32:21-22 NASB).  So when Isaiah 2 speaks of the land as “…full of 

idols/ they worship the work of their hands” (2:8), it is no surprise that the Lord will have a 

day of reckoning (2:12ff) “Against all the lofty mountains” (2:14a), etc.   

Internally, Chapter 2 begins with an introductory note (a word to Isaiah, 2:1), then 

gives a picture of Zion in the last days (2:2-4), revisits the current state of Judah (2:5-11), 

then goes into the Day of Reckoning, which will continue to the end of chapter 4.19  1QIsa 

breaks up the rest of the chapter (by space separations on the manuscript) into vv.12-19; 20-

21, and 22.20  This uses the natural breaks formed by the refrain of the terror of the Lord.   

2:1 introduces a new section, but it is unclear how much it refers to: at the very least 

2:2-4, but maybe as far as 2-12, etc.21  2:5 transitions from the ideal to the judgment.  

Chapter 2 contains a fair bit of repetition, tying the chapter together.  Verses 6, 7 and 8 all 

                                                 

18 Rick W. Byargeon, “The Relationship of Micah 4:1-3 and Isaiah 2:2-4: implications for 

understanding the prophetic message,” Southwestern Journal of Theology 46, no. 1 (September 1, 2003): 20. 

19 Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah, 52. 

20 Jesper Hoegenhaven, “The First Isaiah Scroll from Qumran (1QIsa) and the Massoretic text: some 

reflections with special regard to Isaiah 1-12,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament no. 28 (February 1, 

1984): 28. 

21 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 114. 



 

8 

 

describe Jacob as being “filled” (מלא).22  Starting in verse 9, words for high and humbled 

(and synonyms) are repeated over several verses: Humbled/humiliated ( ח ַשַּׁ֥ ַפל ַוי  שְּ ַוי  ) in 

verse 9, haughty eyes brought low (ל ּות ָאָד֙ם ָשפ ֔ הִׁ֤ י ַגבְּ ינ ֵ֞ ח ) and lofty man humbled (ע  ַשַׁ֖ וְּ

ים ִׁ֑  in verse 11.  In verse 12, the Lord of Hosts (recalling 1:24) “will have a day (֣רּום ֲאָנש 

against all the proud and lofty ones (ם ה ָוָרִׁ֑ ַׁ֖ א  א) and against all who are lifted up ,(ג  ָשַּׁ֥  and ,(נ 

He will humble (ל ֵֽ ָשפ     ”.(וְּ

In verses 13-16, six lines in a row begin with “and against” (ַעַׁ֖ל  continuing the ,(וְּ

thought introduced in verse 12 of what will happen in the day of the Lord (cf Lev 26:17, 

where the Lord turns his face against the people), starting with cedars that are lofty and 

lifted up (ים ִׁ֑ ָשא  ַהנ  ים וְּ ַׁ֖ ים) then continuing with high ,(ָהָרמ  ִׁ֑  mountains and lifted up (ָהָרמ 

ֹות) ָשאֵֽ הַ ) hills in verse 14 and high (ַהנ   towers in verse 15.  The objects of wrath look (ָגבִֹּׁ֑

back to the objects that filled the land in verses 6-8.23 

Verse 17 repeats verse 11 with only a slight variation— reversing the verbs for 

humbled and humiliated ( ַשח֙  ל...וְּ ַׁ֖ ָשפ  וְּ  instead of ח ַשַׁ֖ ל וְּ  and referring to proud men ,(ָשפ ֔

ם) ֣הּות ָהָאָד֔ ַש֙ח ַגבְּ ) instead of proud eyes of men ,(וְּ הִׁ֤  י ַגבְּ ינ ֵ֞ לע  ּות ָאָד֙ם ָשפ ֔ ).  This 

                                                 

22 Ivan Friesen, Isaiah, Believers Church Bible Commentary, (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2009), 

39. 

23 Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, WBC, 30. 
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repetition connects the section on the Day of Reckoning to the previous section on the state 

of Jerusalem.  The connection is further strengthened by echoes of 2:10 (Go in the rock 

 Hide in the dust/ From before the dread of the LORD / and from the splendor of his /(ַב֔צּור)

majesty) in verses 19 and 21.  What began as an imperative to hide in 2:10, becomes a 

certainty in verse 19, “And they will go” (ּו+Qal perfect) “in caves of rocks” ( ָע֣רֹות מְּ ב 

ים ֔  holes of“ (Infinitive Construct+לָ ) ”and a mere description in verse 21, “To go into ,(ֻצר 

the rocks” (ים ֔ ֣רֹות ַהֻצר  קְּ נ  ים) ”and into clefts of the crags“ (בְּ ִׁ֑ ָלע  י ַהסְּ ַׁ֖ פ  ע  סְּ  The phrase  .(ּוב 

“clefts of the crags” is repeated in 57:5 (ים ֵֽ ָלע  י ַהסְּ ַּׁ֥ פ  ע   another passage dealing with ,(סְּ

idolatry.  The people are hiding in 2:10 “From before the dread of the LORD/ and from the 

splendor of his majesty”, which is repeated verbatim in 2:19 and 2:21.  2:19 and 2:21 also 

add the phrase “When he arises to terrify the earth.”  The idols of 2:8 pass away in verse 

18, and are cast away in verse 20. 

2:22 is difficult to interpret, and therefore at first glance difficult to relate to the rest 

of the chapter. 

Stop yourselves from the man (ם ָאָד֔ ן־ָה֣ ֙ם מ  ּו ָלכ  לִׁ֤ דְּ  (ח 

Whose breath is in his nostril  (ו ַאפִֹּׁ֑ ה בְּ ָשָמַׁ֖ ר נְּ ַּׁ֥  (ֲאש 

For why is he considered?  (ּוא׃ ב הֵֽ ָשַׁ֖ ה נ חְּ ַּׁ֥ י־ַבמ  ֵֽ  (כ 
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Targum Jonathan adds “stop yourselves from the enslavement (שַתֲעָבָדא א  לְּ  of (מ 

man.”24  The LXX omits the verse entirely, which is taken as evidence that the verse is a 

late edition.25  English translations range from “stop putting trust” (NLT) to “stop regarding 

man” (ESV, NASB) to “turn away from mortals” NRSV.  The consensus seems to be an 

injunction to stop relying on man, in the context of proud men being humiliated (2:17) and 

going into hiding, contrasted with the splendor of the Lord (2:19 and 21).  The exaltation of 

man is not caused by idolatry, but rather results in idolatry, thus chapter 3’s focus on 

human glory and leadership.26 

 

 

Chapter 3: The Day of Reckoning Continued 

 

 

Chapter 2 described the spiritual state of Judah, while chapter 3 describes the morals 

of the people, specifically the leaders and the women.  Chapter 3 begins with “for” (  י  ,(כ 

connecting it to 2:22.27  3:1 has the title “Lord God of hosts”, repeating the title for God 

used in 1:9 and 1:24.  The title is used again in 3:15, forming a bookend for verses 1-15, a 

                                                 

24 Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon, Targum Jonathan to the Prophets, Hebrew Union College, 

2005, Isaiah 2:22. 

25 Hans Wildberger, Isaiah 1-12, Continental Commentaries, (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1991), 

121.  Such reasoning is suspect, however, since it actually raises more questions.  Why add a verse that 

doesn’t make sense?  It seems more likely that a difficult verse would be deleted, not added. 

26 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 128. 

27 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 131. 
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section dealing with the state of society.28  Verses 16-26 deal with the judgment of the 

Daughters of Jerusalem (parallel to the rebellious sons in 1:2)29.   

Chapter 3 continues the covenantal idea of judgment began in chapter 2.  It is the 

covenant that gives God the right to judge his people.  

Internally, the first part of chapter 3 starts by telling what God is about to do (1-6), 

then continues by giving the reason for the judgment (7-12), and declares God will judge 

the people (13-15).   

Judah is facing a leadership crisis.  This gives more details to 1:23’s “your rulers are 

rebels”.  After removing all the corrupt leaders, God will let unworthy leaders take over, 

such as “children” (ים ַׁ֖ ָער   .or any random person with a cloak (3:6), or women (3:12) ,(נְּ

Verse 12 bemoans that those who guide Judah lead them astray.  The trial in 13-15 will be 

against the elders and princes of the people (3:14).  Leadership will be revisited in Isaiah in 

7:1-17, 14:4-21; 22:15-25; 28-29; 32:3-8.30  Notably absent from the opening chapters of 

Isaiah is any reference to a human king, other than in 1:1.31  Isaiah paints a picture of the 

Divine King throughout his book (especially 40-66), and portrays the human kingship as a 

dying institution (eg. events are marked by deaths of kings, 6:1, 7:1, 14:28, 39:8).32 

                                                 

28 Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah, 59. 

29 Landy, Francis.  “Torah and anti-Torah: Isaiah 2:2-4 and 1:10-26.” Biblical Interpretation. 11, no. 

3-4 (January 1, 2003), 321. 

30 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 137. 

31 Goswell, "Isaiah 1:26: a neglected text on kingship," 245. 

32 Ibid. 
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Verse 9 mentions Sodom again, recalling 1:9-10.  Verse 10 says the righteous “will 

eat from the fruit of their deeds”, which echoes the blessing of 1:19.  Verse 14 briefly 

introduces the imagery of a vineyard, which will be picked up again in chapter 5.  The 

courtroom imagery (“The Lord arises to contend / and stands to judge the people”) will 

replay later in Isaiah, eg. Chapter 41.   

The second part of chapter 3 (16-26) gives a detailed account of the Daughters of 

Zion, and how they will be reduced to disgrace. The section is lengthy due to detailed 

descriptions of their accessories and clothing, which helps to illustrate the extent of their 

pride and vanity.  The phrase “In that day” (3:18) recalls 2:12 (and comes again in 4:2).33 

 

Chapter 4: Restoration 

Chapter 4 begins with the desperation of the women for removing their disgrace.  

This seems to echo the people’s general desperation for a leader in 3:6, tying the two halves 

of chapter 3 together in chapter 4.  In accordance with the covenant (Deut 30:1-10), 

restoration is available.  Isaiah will later draw out that the restoration is made possible 

through the work of The Servant (56-66, chiastically pointing to chapter 61, featuring the 

Servant). 

In 4:2, the Branch is briefly introduced, but not identified.  The Branch will be 

revisited in Isaiah in chapter 11 in Messianic terms, and the Messiah will play a dominant 

role in chapters 49-54 and chapter 61.  In 4:4, the suffering daughters of Zion from 3:16-24 

                                                 

33 Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, WBC, 38. 
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are given relief.  Verses 5 and 6 describe the establishment of Zion as a shelter and refuge.  

This recalls the Zion imagery from 2:2-4, but taking the idea further by adding the character 

of the Branch to make the idealic scene possible.   

 

Chapter 5: the Song of the Vineyard and the Six Woes 

 

Chapter 5 restates and expands on the problem from chapters 1-4: In Judah there is 

a lack of justice and a profound ignorance of the Lord, so the Lord needs to judge the 

nation.  5:7 says the Lord “looked for justice… for righteousness,” (echoing 1:21-26) and 

the woes give examples of the moral state of the nation.   

Chapter 5 opens with the Song of the Vineyard (The Song of Witness also features a 

stanza on bad grapes—Deuteronomy 32:32-33), then moves to six woes.  The vineyard 

parable revisits the covenant issues from chapter one.  As a result of the bad fruit (v.2), the 

Lord needs to inflict curses upon Israel (5:5-6).  5:26-30 resorts to the next phase of the 

covenant: destruction (Deut 28:49ff).   

The woes give details as to the nature of the “bad fruit” in Israel.34  The woes are 

connected together by always starting with the word “woe” (֗הֹוי). The first woe (5:8-10) 

speaks of the injustice of adding house to house, and the Lord promises desolation of the 

land, both for houses and for agricultural produce (cf Deut 28:38-40), recalling the vineyard 

being laid waste in 5:6.  The second woe (5:11-12) describes how people prioritize 

                                                 

34 Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, 157. 
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drinking, and pay no attention to the Lord.  This ignorance is reminiscent of 1:2-3.  Before 

the third woe, there is a brief detour to reiterate the coming exile (5:13-15, cf. Deut 

28:49ff), and how man will be humbled, repeating the language of 2:9 and 2:11 ( ח ַשַּׁ֥  ַוי 

יש ִׁ֑ ַפל־א  שְּ ם ַוי   This is all followed by how the Lord of hosts (echoing the title from .(ָאָדַׁ֖

1:24, etc) is exalted in judgment (5:16-17).  The Holy’s One’s righteousness (5:16, 

repeating title from 1:4) is contrasted with the unrighteousness of the nation (5:7). 

The third woe (5:18-19) repeats the title “Holy One of Israel,” recalling 1:4.  The 

fourth woe (5:20) contrasts knowledge of good and evil, recalling the language of 1:16-17, 

along with the ignorance of 1:2-3.  The fifth woe (5:21) is against those who are wise in 

their own sight, which is a fitting description for those living in the sins described in 

chapters 1-5 thus far.  The sixth woe (5:22-23) mentions drink again, recalling the second 

woe (5:11).  Verse 23 also mentions injustice, recalling 1:16-17 and 21-26.  A seventh woe 

is mentioned in 10:4, connecting those two portions of the book.35 

5:24 brings a “Therefore” in answer to the woes.  The imagery of grass burning is 

followed by “their root will be a stench (ק  recalling the perfume boxes of the ”(ַכָמ֣

daughters of Zion which became a stench (ק  in 3:24.  5:24 also repeats the titles “Holy (ַמ֣

One of Israel” and “Lord of Hosts” that have been throughout the first few chapters.   

Chapter 5 closes on a grim note, with the anger of the Lord burning, and his hand 

striking.  The theme of the Lord’s outstretched hand (5:25) will be revisited in 9:12, 17, 21 

                                                 

35 Brueggemann, Isaiah 1-39, WBC, 45. 
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and 10:4.36  Verses 26-30 brings a terrifying foreign nation rising up to destroy Israel.  This 

is exactly in line with the covenant (Deut 28:49ff).  God will do precisely what He said He 

would do if Israel broke faith with Him.  This theme of destruction is played out later in the 

book (Assyria in chapter 8, Babylon in chapter 13).  Thankfully, destruction is only part 

three of the four part terms of the covenant.  Restoration is available (Deut 30:1-10) if the 

people repent, and restoration will also be addressed in Isaiah (60-62). 

There are many things happening in the first five chapters of Isaiah.  Rather than a 

random hodge-podge, however, the “many things” are coordinated and orchestrated 

together into a coherent whole.  This coordination can be seen on many levels, such as 

connections to the covenant and connections within macro and micro structures.  The sheer 

number of connections is compelling evidence for the unity of authorship.  The poetry is 

the work of a master, inspired by a Greater Master. 

  

                                                 

36 Seitz, Isaiah 1-39, 23. 
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