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INNER ISAIAN QUOTATIONS 

Isaiah tends to quote himself.  Below are ten examples of inner Isaian quotations. 

 

10.23 – 28.22  

10.23  For a complete 

destruction, one that is 

decreed,  

the Lord GOD of hosts will 

execute in the midst of 

the whole land. 1 

ה ֲאֹדָנָ֤י ְיהִו֙ה ְצָב֔אֹות  23 ה ְוֶנֱחָרָצָ֑ י ָכָלָ֖ ִכִּ֥

ֶרץ2׃ ֶרב ָכל־ָהָאָֽ ה ְבֶקִּ֥  ֹעֶשָ֖

28.22  And now do not 

carry on as scoffers, 

Or your fetters will be made 

stronger; 

For I have heard from the Lord 

GOD of hosts 

Of decisive destruction on all 

the earth. 

 

ּו  22 ן־יֶ ְחְזקָ֖ צּו ֶפָֽ ְוַעָת֙ה ַאל־ִתְתלֹוָצ֔

ת  א   ְעִתי ַ֗מ  ה שָ ַַ֗מ  ה ְוֶנֱחָרָצָ֜ י־ָכָל  יֶכָ֑ם ִכָֽ ֹוְסר  ַ֗מָֽ

ֹות ַעל־ָכל־ָהָאָֽ ֶרץ׃ ה ְצָבאָ֖  ֲאֹדָנָ֧י ְיהִוִ֛

 

                                                 

1 English scripture citations are from the NASB. 

2 Hebrew scripture citations are from BHS. 
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The idea that the Lord God of Hosts will execute a decisive destruction on the 

whole land is mentioned in 10:23 in the context of Assyria ravaging the world (10:5-14), 

followed by the Lord destroying Assyria for their arrogance (10:15-19).  A remnant of 

Israel will return, but verse 22 emphasizes that it will only be a remnant, due to the 

destruction which the Lord has determined (10:22-23).  This is near the beginning of the 

oracles of woe.  Oracles are then pronounced concerning the destruction of nation after 

nation.  In chapter 28, a woe is pronounced against Ephraim, turning the attention of the 

woes back to Israel.  Scoffers are warned (28:14, 22) not to doubt what the Lord is doing, 

since I (Isaiah) have heard from the Lord God of Hosts of decisive destruction on all the 

earth.  The echo recalls 10:23, while bracketing all of the oracles of woe in between the two 

verses.  28:16-17 hint towards how a remnant will be chosen: justice and righteousness will 

be the measuring line. 

 

11.6-9 and 65.25 

11.6  And the wolf will dwell 

with the lamb, 

And the leopard will lie 

down with the 

young goat, 

And the calf and the 

young lion and the 

fatling together; 

And a little boy will 

lead them. 

 7  Also the cow and the 

bear will graze, 

Their young will lie 

down together, 

And the lion will eat 

straw like the ox. 

ב֙ ְוָגָ֤ר  6 י  ְזא  ר ִעם־ְגִדִ֣ ָ֖ ֶבש ְוָנַ֗מ  ִעם־ֶכ֔

ו  יר ּוְַ֗מִרי֙א ַיְחָד֔ ֶגל ּוְכִפָ֤ ץ ְוע   ִיְרָבָ֑

ם׃ ג ָבָֽ ִּ֥ ן ֹנה   ְוַנִַּ֥ער ָקֹטָ֖

ּו  7 ו ִיְרְבצִ֣ יָנה ַיְחָדָ֖ ה ָוֹד֙ב ִתְרֶע֔ ּוָפָרָ֤

ן  יֶהָ֑ ֶבןַיְלד  אַכל־ֶתָֽ ָֹֽ ר י ָ֖ה ַכָבָקִּ֥  ׃ְוַאְרי 

ֶתן ְוַע֙ל  8 ִ֣ר ָפָ֑ ָ֖ק ַעל־ח  ע יֹונ  ֲעַשִּ֥ ְוִשָֽ

ה׃ ו ָהָדָֽ ּול ָיֹדִּ֥ י ָגַ֗מָ֖ ת ִצְפעֹוִנ֔  ְַ֗מאּוַרִ֣
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 8  The nursing child will 

play by the hole of 

the cobra, 

And the weaned child 

will put his hand on 

the viper’s den. 

 9  They will not hurt or 

destroy in all My 

holy mountain, 

For the earth will be full 

of the knowledge of 

the LORD 

As the waters cover the 

sea. 

ר  9 יתּו ְבָכל־ַהִ֣ א־ַיְשִחָ֖ ָֹֽ עּו ְול ִּ֥ א־ָיר  ָֹֽ ל

י ָע֙ה ֶאת־ ָקְדִשָ֑ ֶרץ ד  ה ָהָא  י־ַָ֗מְלָאִ֣ ִכָֽ

ים׃ ִים ַלָיִּ֥ם ְַ֗מַכִסָֽ ה ַכַמָ֖   ְיהָו֔

 

65.25  “The wolf 

and the lamb will 

graze together,  

and the lion will eat 

straw like the ox;  

and dust will be the 

serpent’s food.  

They will do no evil or 

harm in all My holy 

mountain,” says the 

LORD. 

 

ד ְוַאְרי ֙ה  25 ּו ְכֶאָח  ה ִיְרעִ֣ ב ְוָטֶלָ֜ ְזא  

ֶבן  אַכל־ֶת֔ ָֹֽ ר י  ַכָבָקִ֣

א־ ָֹֽ עּו ְול ָ֧ א־ָיר  ָֹֽ ו ל ר ַלְחַֹ֗מָ֑ ש ָעָפִ֣ ְוָנָחָ֖

ה׃   ר ְיהָוָֽ י ָאַַ֗מִּ֥ ר ָקְדִשָ֖ יתּו ְבָכל־ַהִּ֥  ַיְשִחִ֛

 

In the midst of oracles against the nations, an oracle is pronounced against Assyria 

(10:5-19).  Before moving on to the next nation, Isaiah prophesies about a remnant of Israel 

(10:20), returns to the destruction of Assyria (10:24-34), then brings up the “shoot 

springing from the stem of Jesse” (11:1).  The personage is not further identified at the 

time, but the picture of a new creation in 11:6-9 paints a detailed picture of the age of peace 

and prosperity that this shoot will bring as the nation is restored.  65:17-25 also describes a 

new creation, with a focus on the prosperity of each individual.  Verse 25 recalls 11:6-9 in a 

condensed form, adding the imagery of universal restoration to the individual restoration.  
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Most lines are verbatim from 11:6-9 (not obvious in NASB translation which translates 

“hurt or destroy” and “evil or harm” for the same words between the two passages), except 

for cobras and vipers vs. serpents, but they both talk about snakes, which remains an echo.   

 

11.12 – 56.8  

11.12  And He will lift up a 

standard for the 

nations 

And assemble the 

banished ones of 

Israel, 

And will gather the 

dispersed of Judah 

From the four corners 

of the earth. 

 

י  12 ִ֣ ף ִנְדח  ם ְוָאַסָ֖ ֙ס ַלגֹוִי֔ א נ  ְוָנָשִּ֥

ע  ַאְרַבָ֖ ץ ַ֗מ  ֹות ְיהּוָד֙ה ְיַקב ֔ צָ֤ ל ּוְנפ  ָ֑ ִיְשָרא 

ֶרץ׃ ֹות ָהָאָֽ  ַכְנפִּ֥

56.8  The Lord GOD, who 

gathers the 

dispersed of Israel, 

declares, 

“Yet others I will 

gather to them, to 

those already 

gathered.” 

 

י  8 ִ֣ ץ ִנְדח  ָ֖ ה ְַ֗מַקב  ֙ם ֲאֹדָנִ֣י ְיהִו֔ ְנא 

יו׃ יו ְלִנְקָבָצָֽ ץ ָעָלָ֖ ִּ֥ ל עִ֛ ֹוד ֲאַקב  ָ֑  ִיְשָרא 

 

The notion of gathering the dispersed of Israel in 11:12 is given as a future promise 

in the wake of the destruction of Assyria, and the rise of a shoot of Jesse.  This restoration 

is to be seen by everyone (a standard to the nations).  Chapter 56 recalls the “dispersed of 

Israel” language (while using a different verb for gathering) as part of the Lord’s title.  

Although the verb “asaph” can be used for gathering grain (Isa 10:14, 17:5), and “qabets” is 

more often used of assembling armies/groups of people, there is plenty of overlap between 
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their semantic domains (cf 2 Sam 12:29 vs. Gen 41:35), that it is probably just stylistic 

variation, here.  The Lord declares he will gather more to those who have already been 

gathered.  This is in the context of foreigners joining themselves to the Lord (56:6).  In this 

statement, the gathering of Israel from 11:12 has been completed, and God is now gathering 

the nations for universal worship.   

 

 

13.21-22 – 34.13-14  

13.21  But desert creatures will 

lie down there, 

And their houses will be 

full of owls; 

Ostriches also will live 

there, and shaggy 

goats will frolic 

there. 

 22  Hyenas will howl in their 

fortified towers 

And jackals in their 

luxurious palaces. 

Her fateful time also will 

soon come 

And her days will not be 

prolonged. 

 

 

ם  21 יםְוָרְבצּו־ָשִ֣ ם  ִצִי֔ יֶהָ֖ ּו ָבת  ּוַָ֗מְלאִּ֥

ים ֹות  ֹאִחָ֑ ְכנּו ָש֙ם ְבנִ֣ הְוָשָ֤ ֲעָנ֔  ַיָֽ

ים ם׃ ּוְשִעיִרָ֖  ְיַרְקדּו־ָשָֽ

יו  22 יםְוָעָנָ֤ה ִאִיי֙ם ְבַאְלַ֗מנֹוָת֔  ְוַתִנָ֖

ּה  ֹוב ָלבֹו֙א ִעָת֔ ֶנג ְוָקרָ֤ י ֹעָ֑ יְכל  ִ֣ ְבה 

כּו׃ ָֽ א ִיָמש  ִֹּ֥ יָה ל  ְוָיֶַ֗מָ֖

 

34.13  Thorns will come up in 

its fortified towers, 

Nettles and thistles in its 

fortified cities; 

It will also be a haunt of 

jackals 

And an abode of 

ostriches. 

 14  The desert creatures will 

meet with the wolves, 

ֹוש  13 ים ִקמִּ֥ יָה֙ ִסיִר֔ ה ַאְרְַ֗מֹנֶת  ְוָעְלָתָ֤

ִ֣ה  יָה ְוָהְיָת֙ה ְנו  ֹוַח ְבִַ֗מְבָצֶרָ֑ יםָוחָ֖  ַתִנ֔

ֹות  יר ִלְבנִּ֥ הָחִצָ֖  ׃ַיֲעָנָֽ
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The hairy goat also will 

cry to its kind; 

Yes, the night monster 

will settle there 

And will find herself a 

resting place. 

 

ּו  14 ים  ִצִיים֙ ּוָפְגשָ֤ ירֶאת־ִאִי֔ ַעל־ ְוָשִעָ֖

יָעה  א ַאְך־ָש֙ם ִהְרִגִ֣ הּו ִיְקָרָ֑ ִ֣ ע  ר 

ית ֹוַח׃ ִליִל֔ ּה ַָ֗מנָֽ ה ָלָ֖  ּוַָ֗מְצָאִּ֥

 

 

The imagery of the land being inhabited by animals from 13.21-22 is repeated in 

34.13-14.  Owl and night creature (NASB’s “night monster”) are parallel, as are desert 

creature, shaggy goat, ostrich and jackal.  Chapter 13 is referring to the desolation of 

Babylon at the hands of the Medes.  The thriving of animals paints a picture of how 

completely destroyed the Babylonians will be.  Chapter 34, however, is in the midst of a 

judgment against Edom.  The judgment against Edom is the last in the woes against the 

nations before restoration is again described in chapter 35.  This may serve to ensure the 

destruction of Babylon is fresh in the reader’s minds as they go into the narrative that 

includes Isaiah’s prophecy of Babylon carrying off all of Israel’s treasures (39:6-7).  The 

desolation of the land of Babylon and Edom has not happened literally (34:10 states the 

condition as being “forever”), so either it is not yet fulfilled, or the description is 

metaphorical imagery (cf. present day Jordan and Iraq, which are still inhabited).   

 

 

35.10/51.11 
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35.10  And the ransomed of 

the LORD will 

return 

And come with joyful 

shouting to Zion, 

With everlasting joy 

upon their heads. 

They will find 

gladness and joy, 

And sorrow and 

sighing will flee 

away. 

אּו ִציֹו֙ן  10 ב  ּון ּוָבָ֤ ה ְיש  י ְיהָוָ֜ ּוְפדּוי  

ֹון  ם ָששָ֤ ם ַעל־רֹאָשָ֑ ת עֹוָלָ֖ ה ְוִשְַ֗מַחִּ֥ ְבִרָנ֔

ה׃   ֹון ַוֲאָנָחָֽ יגּו ְוָנָ֖סּו ָיגִּ֥  ְוִשְַ֗מָח֙ה ַיִש֔

51.11  So the ransomed of 

the LORD will 

return 

And come with joyful 

shouting to Zion, 

And everlasting joy 

will be on their 

heads. 

They will obtain 

gladness and joy, 

And sorrow and 

sighing will flee 

away. 

אּו ִציֹו֙ן  11 ה ְישּוב  ּון ּוָבָ֤ י ְיהָוָ֜ ּוְפדּוי  

ֹון  ם ָששָ֤ ם ַעל־רֹאָשָ֑ ת עֹוָלָ֖ ה ְוִשְַ֗מַחִּ֥ ְבִרָנ֔

ה׃ ֹון ַוֲאָנָחָֽ  ְוִשְַ֗מָח֙ה ַיִשי֔גּון ָנָ֖סּו ָיגִּ֥

 

The lines repeated in these verses have been used in a contemporary worship song I 

remember singing as a kid.  Isaiah 35:10 shows up at the end of oracle after oracle of the 

Lord’s judgment.  In the midst of the devastation, a highway of holiness appears (35.8), and 

chapter 35 is filled with restoration imagery.  When the imagery shows up again in 51:11, it 

is in the context of how the Lord is comforting Zion.  51:9-10 (and other verses in the 

chapter) speak of the Lord’s defeat of the sea monster, which is a mythological way of 

describing his supremacy.  By invoking the context of chapters 10-35 by quoting lines from 

35:10 (almost letter for letter in Hebrew), the reader is aided in interpreting chapter 51 to 
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see the defeat of the sea monster/chaos to be (at least partially) understood as the defeat of 

the nations.   

 

40.21 – 48.8  

 

40.21  Do you not know? 

Have you not 

heard? 

Has it not been 

declared to you 

from the 

beginning? 

Have you not 

understood from 

the foundations of 

the earth? 

ֹוא  21 עּו ֲהלִ֛ ֹוא ִתְשַָ֗מ֔ ְדעּ֙ו ֲהלִ֣ ָֽ ֹוא ת  ֲהלָ֤

ֹות  ם ַ֗מֹוְסדָ֖ יֹנֶת֔ אש ָלֶכָ֑ם ֲהלֹו֙א ֲהִבִ֣ ָֹ֖ ר ַגִּ֥ד ַ֗מ  ה 

ֶרץ׃  ָהָאָֽ

48.8  “You have not heard, 

you have not 

known. 

Even from long ago 

your ear has not 

been open, 

Because I knew that 

you would deal 

very treacherously; 

And you have been 

called a rebel from 

birth. 

ם  8 ְעתָ  ַגַּ֕ א ָיַד֔ ִֹ֣ ם ל ְעתָ  ַגַּ֚ א־ָשַַ֗מ  ָֹֽ ַגִ֣ם ל

ֹוד  ְעִת֙י ָבגִ֣ י ָיַד  ה ָאְזֶנֶָָ֑֑ך ִכָ֤ ז לֹא־ִפְתָחִ֣ ָאָ֖ ַ֗מ 

ְך׃ ָרא ָלָֽ ֶטן ֹקִּ֥ ַע ִַ֗מֶבָ֖ ִּ֥  ִתְב֔גֹוד ּוֹפש 

 

The first challenge of “Do you not know? Have you not heard?” (Qal imperfects) 

occurs in the midst of the ‘trial against idols’ (chapter 41).  The line is addressing the 

people of Israel, and preludes a description of the Lord’s supremacy, right after discussion 

on how a craftsman makes an idol out of wood.  Part of Israel’s job is to bear witness that it 

is the Lord who is Master of the Universe (hearing and knowing of His acts being a 
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prerequisite).  The heard/know language is echoed in 48:8, as if answering the question 

from 40:21 (Qal perfects).  The chapters in between show how Israel has failed in her job as 

the servant, and chapter 48 is the “final straw” before the Lord turns His attention to the 

New Servant.  Israel has failed to hear and know that the Lord is in control of the cosmos, 

but stubbornly gives credit to idols. 

 

40.25 – 46.5  

40.25  “To whom then will you 

liken Me 

That I would be his 

equal?” says the Holy 

One. 

 

ר  25 ּוִני ְוֶאְשֶוָ֑ה יֹאַַ֗מָ֖ י ְתַדְמיָ֖ ְוֶאל־ִַ֗מִּ֥

ֹוש׃  ָקדָֽ

46.5  “To whom would you 

liken Me 

And make Me equal and 

compare Me, 

That we would be alike? 

 

ּוִני  5 ּו ְוַתְַ֗מִשלָ֖ ּוִני ְוַתְשוָ֑ י ְתַדְַ֗מיָ֖ ְלִַ֗מִּ֥

ה׃  ְוִנְדֶַ֗מָֽ

 

After declaring comfort for Israel, God declares his supremacy at the beginning of 

the trial against idols.  To further the incomparability of the Lord (40:25), the grandeur of 

creation is referenced (knowing each star by name).  The phrase from 40:25 is repeated in 

46:5 in the context of the Lord predicting the downfall of Babylon.  The repetition recalls 

the earlier trial in the new context, as the Lord insists that no one else predicted Babylon’s 

defeat (45:21).  46:3-4 includes a tender promise to the remnant of Jacob that the Lord will 

continue to carry them as he has always done.  The echo in 46:5 may recall the description 

of the Lord’s supremacy from chapter 40, furthering the certainty of the promise in 46:3-4.  
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God can carry Jacob because His great power gives Him the ability to do so.  46:6-7 recalls 

the idols to whom God is being compared.  In the end, there is no comparison. 

 

  

42.6-7 – 49.8-9  

  

42.6  “I am the LORD, I have called 

You in righteousness, 

I will also hold You by the 

hand and watch over You, 

And I will appoint You as a 

covenant to the people, 

As a light to the nations, 

 7  To open blind eyes, 

To bring out prisoners from 

the dungeon 

And those who dwell in 

darkness from the prison. 

 

ֶדק  6 יָךָֽ ְבֶצָ֖ י ְיהָוִ֛ה ְקָראִתִּ֥ ֲאִנָ֧

ָך ְוֶאָצְרָך  ְוֶאֶתְנָךִ֛  ִ֣ק ְבָיֶדָ֑ ְוַאְחז 

ם ית ָעָ֖ ם׃ ִלְבִרִּ֥ ֹור גֹוִיָֽ  ְלאִּ֥

יא  7 ֹות ְלהֹוִצָ֤ יַנִִֶ֣֑ים ִעְורָ֑ ַח ע  ִלְפֹקָ֖

֙ר  ירִַ֗מַמְסג  י  ַאִס֔ ְשב  ֶלא ֹיִּ֥ ית ֶכָ֖ ִּ֥ ִַ֗מב 

ֶשְך  ׃ֹחָֽ
 

49.8  Thus says the LORD, 

“In a favorable time I have 

answered You, 

And in a day of salvation I 

have helped You; 

And I will keep You and give 

You for a covenant of the 

people, 

To restore the land, to make 

them inherit the desolate 

heritages; 

 9  Saying to those who are 

bound, ‘Go forth,’ 

To those who are in darkness, 

‘Show yourselves.’ 

Along the roads they will feed, 

And their pasture will be on all 

bare heights. 

ת ָרצֹו֙ן  8 ָ֤ ה ְבע  ר ְיהָו  ה׀ ָאַַ֗מִ֣ ֹכִ֣

יָך  ה ֲעַזְרִתָ֑ ֹום ְישּוָעָ֖ יָך ּוְביִּ֥ ֲעִניִת֔

םֶאֶתְנָ֙ך ְוֶאָצְרָך  וְ  ית ָע֔  ִלְבִרִ֣

ֹות  יל ְנָחלִּ֥ ֶרץ ְלַהְנִחָ֖ ים ֶא֔ ְלָהִקִ֣

ֹות׃ ַ֗מָֽ  ֹשַ֗מ 

ר  9 אַֹ֗מָ֤ ֲאסּוִרים֙ ל  ר  ַלָֽ אּו ַלֲאֶשִּ֥ צ ֔

ֶשְך ים ִיְר֔עּו  ַבֹחָ֖ ּו ַעל־ְדָרִכִ֣ ִהָגלָ֑

ם׃ ים ַַ֗מְרִעיָתָֽ  ּוְבָכל־ְשָפִיָ֖
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The echoing of key terms between Isaiah 42:6-7 and 49:8-9 is deliberate.  Chapter 

42 is basically the “job description” of Servant Israel, whereas chapter 49 is the job 

description of the New Servant.  By repeating the same terms, it reinforces the idea that the 

New Servant is taking over the job of the old servant, since Israel was not up to the task.  

There are subtle differences within the echoes, showing the superiority of the New Servant.  

The Lord holds Israel by the hand, but only “helps” and “keeps” the New Servant.  Israel is 

“appointed” as a covenant to the people, whereas the New Servant is “given” as a covenant 

to the people.  Israel is told to bring out the prisoners and those who dwell in darkness, but 

the New Servant merely speaks for them to come forth.  Israel is called to be a light to the 

nations, this is repeated for the New Servant in 49:6, then in verse 8 a new dimension is 

added: the restore the land, which is something Servant Israel was not able to do. 

 

46.13 – 51.5  

46.13  “I bring near My 

righteousness, it is 

not far off; 

And My salvation will 

not delay. 

And I will grant 

salvation in Zion, 

And My glory for 

Israel. 

 

ק  13 א ִתְרָח֔ ִֹ֣ ְבִתי ִצְדָקִתי֙  ל ַרָ֤ ק 

י ְבִציֹו֙ן  ר ְוָנַתִתָ֤ ָ֑ א ְתַאח  ִֹ֣ י ל ּוְתשּוָעִתָ֖

י׃ ל ִתְפַאְרִתָֽ ָ֖ ה ְלִיְשָרא   ְתשּוָע֔
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51.5  “My righteousness is 

near, My salvation 

has gone forth, 

And My arms will 

judge the peoples; 

The coastlands will 

wait for Me, 

And for My arm they 

will wait 

expectantly. 

 

י  5 י ּוְזֹרַעָ֖ א ִיְשִע֔ ֹוב ִצְדִקי֙  ָיָצִ֣ ָקרָ֤

י  ים ְיַקּ֔וּו ְוֶאל־ְזֹרִעָ֖ ַל֙י ִאִיִ֣ טּו א  ים ִיְשֹפָ֑ ַעִמִ֣

ּון׃ לָֽ  ְיַיח 

 

  

Isaiah 46 addresses the remnant of Israel (46:3), declaring the superiority of God 

over idols.  In verse 12 He calls them “stubborn-minded” who are “far from righteousness”.  

Then comes the promise in verse 13 that the Lord will bring near his righteousness and his 

salvation will not delay (piel imperfect).  Despite Israel’s problems, the Lord will supply 

what is lacking.  This passage occurs in the midst of the section on Servant Israel, 

describing the destruction of Babylon, before attention is brought to the New Servant.  The 

New Servant takes center stage in chapter 49.  Then in chapter 51, the Lord addresses those 

who pursue righteousness (51:1).  In 51:5 He comforts His people by again saying that his 

righteousness is near, but that his salvation has already gone forth (Qal perfect).  In context, 

this switch from not delaying to having gone forth occurs because the New Servant has 

been introduced.  He is their salvation. 

 

58.12 – 61.4  
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58.12  “Those from among you 

will rebuild the 

ancient ruins; 

You will raise up the 

age-old foundations; 

And you will be called 

the repairer of the 

breach, 

The restorer of the 

streets in which to 

dwell. 

 

י  12 ִּ֥ ם ַ֗מֹוְסד  ֹות עֹוָל֔ ּו ִַ֗מְמָ֙ך ָחְרבִ֣ ּוָבנָ֤

ֶרץ  ר ֶפ֔ ִ֣ א ְלָ֙ך ֹגד  ם ְוֹקָרָ֤ ָ֑ ֹור ְתקֹוַ֗מ  דֹור־ָודָ֖

ֶבת׃ ֹות ָלָשָֽ ב ְנִתיבָ֖ ִּ֥  ְַ֗מֹשב 

61.4  Then they will rebuild 

the ancient ruins, 

They will raise up the 

former devastations; 

And they will repair the 

ruined cities, 

The desolations of many 

generations. 

 

ֹות  4 ם ֹשְַ֗מַ֗מִּ֥ ֹות עֹוָל֔ ּוָבנּו֙  ָחְרבִ֣

ֶרב  י ֹח֔ ר  ַ֗מּו ְוִחְדשּ֙ו ָעִ֣ ָ֑ ים ְיקֹוַ֗מ  אֹשִנָ֖ ִרָֽ

ֹור׃ ֹור ָודָֽ ֹות דִּ֥  ֹשְַ֗מַ֗מָ֖

  

Rebuilding ancient ruins in 58:12 comes as a restoration promise for those who 

practice righteousness.  Earlier in the chapter, the Lord describes a true fast (as opposed to 

fasts that were being practiced) as including social justice.  Verse 8 begins a series of 

“then” statements to show the promised blessings of true fasting.  This is part of a larger 

context of contrasting righteous acts/people with wicked acts/people (56:9-58:14).  The 

contrast between wicked and righteous are part of a larger chiastic structure from 56-66.  

The motif of rebuilding ancient ruins is echoed in the center of the chiasm, which focuses 

on complete restoration, with chapter 61 describing how the Servant will bring it about.  

This important echo may invoke the context from chapter 58, allowing the reader to recall 
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the social justice required of the people during such a time, while illustrating that the 

Servant will help.   

 

 


